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THEN AND NOW: COUPLE RETURNS TO COLCHESTER
WEDDING RECEPTION VENUE 50 YEARS AFTER TYING THE
KNOT, TO CELEBRATE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
On the 30 March 1968, Chelmsford couple Ian and Marjorie Warnock celebrated their wedding
day with a reception at the Best Western Rose and Crown hotel in Colchester. Fast forward 50
years and the couple have returned to the venue for their golden anniversary, looking back on half
a century of life together.
The pair, who have three children and seven grandchildren, have seen the world change
drastically over the course of their marriage, but their love has remained unwavering.
“In 50 years we have had some amazing experiences and we have countless happy memories.”
After having the ceremony at what is now the Maldon Road Chapel in Colchester, the wedding
party headed across the historic town to the traditional Rose and Crown hotel. The venue, now
the Best Western Rose and Crown Hotel, is the oldest recorded hotel in Colchester, which is itself
England’s oldest recorded town. Ian and Marjorie were able to toast their future among the 14th
century oak beamed walls, original chimneys and small paned windows.

On choosing the location, Marjorie said: “For some reason we let my mother decide on the
wedding venue, but as we were originally just going to have the reception in a hall, it turned out to
be a wise bit of delegation! The Best Western Rose and Crown was fantastic and we had a
wonderful day.”
The hotel’s exterior is virtually identical to how it was half a century ago, so when the couple
returned to celebrate 50 years of marriage, the memories of their first visit came flooding back.
The pair were joined by 22 of their closest friends and relatives, some of whom were sharing in
the nostalgia, having also attended the original ceremony.

Marjorie said: “We were incredibly excited to return to where we first celebrated our marriage. The
quality of the food and service meant everything ran smoothly and to be surrounded by all our

close family and some friends made the day extra special, allowing us to look back on all of our
wonderful memories together.”
For more information about Best Western Rose & Crown Hotel,
https://www.bestwestern.co.uk/hotels/best-western-the-rose-crown-hotel-83744
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About Best Western GB
Best Western is a brilliantly different collection of independent hotels proudly giving a personal
welcome to guests for over 70 years. With over 250 distinctive hotels in Great Britain alone,
there is more to explore with Best Western.
Best Western GB is a retained-profit membership organisation that helps hotels maintain their
independence. Committed to representing the views of its independently owned member hotels,
Best Western GB tackles key industry issues on their behalf, including the effects of Government
policies and legislation, industry changes and environmental impact on the heartbeat of the
Great British hospitality industry.
To find out more visit Best Western GB's Media Centre: www.bestwestern.co.uk/company/bestwestern-media-centre

